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Plants provide a linkage between aboveground and belowground systems. While belowground 

organisms consume roots and plant nutrients, the leaves are eaten by aboveground grazers, which 

are in turn predated by consumers and parasitoids. Interactions between the above- and 

belowground subsystems will therefore have an impact on the plant community and associated 

foodweb structure. These aspects are, however, largely neglected when studying mechanisms that 

shape plant species composition and diversity, both from a fundamental and applied perspective. We 

are therefore honoured to present two seminars from experts in the field. 

 

Program: 

11u00-11u45: 

Dr. ir. Gerlinde de Deyn (NIOO Heteren): Aboveground-belowground interactions and 

restoration ecology 

 

12u00-12u45: 

Dr. ir. Martijn Bezemer (NIOO Heteren): Diversity and stability in semi-natural grasslands: 

Temporal and spatial dynamics of plant and soil communities 

 

Location: Campus Ledeganck, Lecture room 10.08 (10th floor) 

More information: Prof. dr. Dries  Bonte (Dries.Bonte@ugent.be) 
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